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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio-economic circumstance of the
Community Rice Center members in Manorom District, Chainat Province (2) operations of the
Community Rice Center in Manorom District, Chainat Province (3) production circumstance,
membership circumstance, receiving information and news, satisfaction and needs of the Community
Rice Center members in Manorom District, Chainat Province (4) operations factors and directions for
the Community Rice Center development in Manorom District, Chainat Province (5) problems and
recommendations for the Community Rice Center development in Manorom District, Chainat
Province.

The population in this study comprised a number of 139 members of the Community Rice
Center development in Manorom District, Chainat Province. Data was collected by questionnaires
distributed to the Community Rice Center members, and issues analysis when discussed with the
members who were the Board. Obtained data was analyzed by computer programs. Statistics used
included frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean and standard deviation.

From the research results, it was found most of the farmers were Buddhist female with the
average age at 51.99 years. They completed primary education level. Their average household labor
was 2.29 persons. Apart from being members of the Community Rice, most of them became members
of the agricultural cooperatives body. They did not have any social status. Their main occupation was
farmer while their subordinate occupation was hired labor. Their average experience in rice farming
was 27.52 years. Their average occupied area was 45.35 rai. Most of them applied loan from the
agricultural cooperatives. Their average production of rice seeds was 75.33 tons in one year. The
average price of rice seeds was 14.83 baht/kg. The average number of farmer producing patches for
rice seeds propagation was 12.33 persons. All of the three groups produced Kor Khor or RD 31
variety. Field Inspection, harvesting practice and seed quality would be examined. There was not any
rice drying facility. Election of the Board of Community Rice Center was organized holding two-year
term of service. At the Center, there was a report of organizing management administration of the
Center, public relations, purchase and sale of rice seeds, knowledge transfer training, identification of
work plan, identification of objectives, but no fund for loan, receiving news and information from
official staff and satisfactory circumstance towards purchase and sale of rice seeds variety. For the
Board and leaders, their needs included knowledge transfer training on production factors, internal
factors i.e. leaders, members, management administration of the Center, resources and capital,
production activity as well as external factors i.e. operations of the government sector, authorities,
physical condition of the area, and general circumstance. In terms of the directions for the Center
development; it required members participation in the Center operations by jointly planning together,
promoting qualified quality control in production system, knowledge sharing between the Community
Rice Center groups, coordinating continuously with government agency about knowledge, budget
contribution, production factors and business planning to proceed with further production activity
among the groups. In terms of problems, members were found failed to practice according to
production steps of rice seeds. The groups did not undertake continued field inspection and rouging,
none of work plan and none of production plan was found. The Board was suggested to provide advice
and to plan every step in the Center operations.
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